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Grand Hotel

Remembering the "Grand Hotel", the oldest hotel in Iran, under the pretext of reviewing
an envelope
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A beautiful envelope sent by a traveler to the Grand Hotel Lalehzar in Italy in 1929 with
a pair of 15 Shah stamps crowning Reza Shah.

Grand Hotel is the oldest hotel in Iran and one of the architectural works of the late
Qajar period. This hotel was built by a Caucasian immigrant named Bager Khan with
an area of 1300 square meters on Laleh zar South Street next to the current National
Alley or Barbad Alley. The hotel had 25 rooms and a 600-seat auditorium, which
became a place for aristocrats to travel. It is interesting to know that at that time, despite
the fact that water pipes and water purifiers were not installed in Tehran, the Grand
Hotel delivers hot water to the rooms and bathrooms of the hotel through short pipes
through a water tank for the convenience of travelers. This water flowed in the pipes of
the rooms at the request of the guests at a high cost. There was a very large hall in the
hotel, which was used for art and dining events, which was later used as a cinema and
masquerade hall. At that time, men and women were not always present in the big hall
of the hotel, and the cinema had private nights for ticket sales for women, after which
the balcony of the cinema was reserved for women and the balcony for men. The
reception pattern at this hotel was inspired by the reception style in European hotels.
This three-story hotel was the first modern hotel in Tehran to be built in the style of
European hotels. This hotel was the most important hotel in Tehran until the reign of
Reza Shah Pahlavi and was a good host for foreign travelers and Iranian dignitaries.

The hotel also had a modern theater and many performances were performed at the
hotel. Later, this hall was turned into a theater and its name was changed to Nasr
Theater. The Grand Hotel on Lalehzar Street in Tehran was the site of performances of
Mirzadeh Eshghi's letters, Aref Qazvini's poetry readings, and Ghamralmoluk Vaziri
and spiritual performances. Prior to the construction of the Grand Hotel, foreigners



traveling to Iran went to the embassies of their respective countries or to some of the
houses in the north of Tehran that had been converted into boarding houses. After the
construction of the Grand Hotel, it became a suitable place for these people to stay.

Undoubtedly, the name of the Grand Hotel is reminiscent of the beautiful series Hazar
Dastan by Ali Hatami for many of us.

Until the middle of Mohammad Reza Shah's rule, this hotel hosted various travelers
from inside and outside Iran, after which it completely collapsed and closed.

Today, this monument is available to electrical appliance sellers, before which the
Grand Hotel was owned by tailors and knitters. There is no longer the fine brickwork
and beautiful architecture of the hotel, and most vendors have turned the rooms into
duplex shops by arching between floors and high ceilings. In addition, the balconies of
the rooms have been turned into storage rooms and large glass doors have been installed
instead of the walls facing the corridor.

Also, the courtyard of this hotel, which was once a very clean garden, has now been
turned into a dock for shops, and the head of the Grand Hotel has been completely
destroyed.
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