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Let me tell you a learning story about PH (postal history). One of the problems with
PH is that in difference to stamps there are no catalogues that can always tell you a
fair price. So there is a steep learning curve for anyone entering that field even if today
thanks to the digital system collectors can be active and learn like in Telegram much
more quickly than we older collectors could do 30, 40, years ago. A very good
example is China. 30 years ago people in China started to buy and sell Chinese stamps
like hell as there was no burse for shares in companies to invest in. This went on for
many years and certain stamps like those from the Culture Revolution (1966 to 1972
or so) went eventually for very high prices. People even without any philatelic
knowledge could easyly get to know which stamps were good. In the meantime PH
prices remained very low. There was no confidence. Why? Because there was no
catalogues that could easily teach the ordinary collectors how to distinguish a cover
from another cover. No catalogues that would inform about rarity aspects such as rare
postmarks, routes, special services, general quality, etc, etc. RThen about ten years
ago after auction catalogues in China had started to include more and more covers,
more and more sincere Chinese began to understand how much more rare PH
materiaql is relative to stamps. Not long ago prices for even scarce Chinese PH
material went rather cheap in any auction. But today it has totally changed. There are
cobers sold for a couple of thousand dollars before that now fetch 100s of thousand
dollars!!! because the real collectors have become many more who look at covers
from a scientific point of view. Collectors who realize that this and that sort of cover is
very rare and will always be very rare. My advice is therefor, to all collectors in Iran
to get copies of the last 10 or 15 years auction catalogues and learn from them and the
prices realised what material is very good and interesting. Study articles in the
Bulletin and other publications. Have them translated to Farsi. Without beimg
impolite, I will truly state that in many cultures the interest among even educated
people to study available literature, to undertake their own investigations at national
institutions seasrching and digging up archives is OF LITTLE INTEREST! As long
as YOU do not study the material properly, but only look at prices yesterday in the
market as an indicator, will only result in you are a looser. Look at collectors like Dr
Dadkhah, Migliavaccha, Armacost, Behruz, Farzin, Iraj, Lucas, Zonneveld, Shaida,
etc, etc (sorry if I left out some people. Not by purpose), do you really think they
would have all their knowledge coming out from nothing. NO. Hard studies, over and
over again. GOOD LUCK! Don,t start tomorrow. Start TODAY!!! Let us now hope
that the new society, IPSC, section Iran, will be the catapult for everyone in studing
literature, writing articles and exhibit. Even in a small scale in Teheran. Go together 5
to 10 collectors and show one or two frames now and then and DISCUSS the items.



