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Stamp is History

Interview with Mr. Mirza Hadi Sabeel

Correspondent: Zahra Rafiei

Hamshahri news papar

Sunday 15 April 2018

Translation from Farsi to English: Saeed Bakhtiari Soltani
Sunday 3 July 2022

Among the 32 shops that once showed the prosperity of stamp collecting in Iran, now
there are only a few shops left. Some of them work only in the afternoon due to few
customers and some have given their place to currency sellers. Mirza Hadi Sabeel, who
is a member of Iran Philatelic Association (Iran Philatelic Circle) shows his membership
card and says: "The dead cannot be brought back to life anymore, the era of selling
stamps is over." All that is left are old people who, if they die, no one will take their
place. Most of the customers of this passage have left [ran. Women collect stamps less
than men, after the revolution, their number decreased. 1963 was very prosperous here.
Game stamps were once so prosperous that postcards were made from the faces of
professional collectors.

Mirza Hadi Sabil, who is now 80 years old, shows postcards and says: These people
were once among the great stamprs of Iran; For example, Morteza Hananeh was one of
my regular customers, but we no longer have his size. Now the stamp is so expensive
that he doesn't spend anymore. Youssef Behbod Chaichi had 20 medals in this field and
was a very rich collector. He chose the profession of selling stamps because it was a
clean job in his day and there were no lies or scumbags in it.

He says: The noblemen of the country used to come to the stamp business, but now this
job has collapsed. He, who is the oral history of stamps in the country, explains the
history of stamps by showing the guide book of Iranian stamps and says: I subscribed
to all these stamps and sold them at a good price over time. This is the first Pahlavi II
stamp that was printed in a printing house in Lalezar. Stamp is History. Every stamp
that is published on an occasion remains a memory.

Mr. Mirza Hadi Sabil died on Thursday, 30 June 2022.
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THE IRANIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
TEHRAN

is pleased to Certify that
Mr. Mirza Hadi SABIL

1s a Member.

Valid wuntil :
September 20th, 1966
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