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Greetings,

In any given subject matter, recognition of the experienced individuals whose lifetime
devotions, honest and passionate hard work have been inspired many others is a great
tradition that could motivate the younger generation in many ways. In fact, reviewing
the memoirs and the achievements of such an individual and appraising the life
experiences, can truly be the proof that the right path has been taken throughout these
years.

Mr. Nasser Rajabzadeh is a true gentleman who has spent more than half a century of
his honorable life studying and working on Persian philately, alongside of holding a
fulltime job and family responsibilities.

The presented article is an observation from Mr. Rajabzadeh’s interview with Radio
Farhang, which is prepared while summarizing several face-to-face conversations with
this great individual. Frankly speaking, experts like Mr. Rajabzadeh are exclusive true
gems who deserve recognition and appreciation while they are among us.

Rafik Aghajani



Nasser Rajabzadeh

By Saeed Bakhtiari Soltani
Member of Iran Philatelic Study Circle
June 2020

Translated by Rafik Aghajani
Member of Iran Philatelic Study Circle
July 2021

Published Date: August 2021

Mr. Nasser Rajabzadeh is a collector who has spent more than half a century of his
honorable life studying and working on Persian philately as well as other countries.
Nasser was born in 1954 in Teheran; however, his family is originally from Tabriz.

Nasser started collecting stamps in 1968 when he was a 14 years old teenager. He
explains how he became acquainted with the world of stamps and philately:

"In 1968, on the first anniversary of the coronation of Mohammad Reza
Shah Pahlavi, my aunt came to our house for a visit. At that time, we lived
in city of Shiraz. She had a letter to be send to a relative abroad and as
result; she had bought the 10 Rials stamp of the coronation anniversary
from the post office. At that time, the cost of sending a regular letter to
Europe was 10 Rials and the cost of sending it to the United States was 14
Rials. (In Iranian postal terms, a normal letter with an approved weight
was called “First Stone”). It was love at the first sight when I saw that
stamp of the first anniversary of the coronation. The large image of royal
family with a beautiful orange background immediately attracted me. I
asked my aunt if [ could have that stamp. She eventually gave up that stamp
as she saw my interest and persistence. That piece of stamp was the
beginning of my journey in the world of philately and collecting of the
postal stamps”.
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10 Rials stamp from the coronation series of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi

For young Nasser, that stamp was the stepping-stone to learn about stamp dealers and
how to buy and sell stamps and complete that particular stamp set. He bought the other
two stamps of the coronation anniversary set from the post office. At that time,
commemorative stamps were sold and used at the post offices for 6 months.

Coronation Anniversary Stamp Series, Yemeni Press, 1968, with Commercial Postage
Stamp (CTO)



Nasser also explains how he acquired the second set of his stamp collection:

“The next stamp set I bought was another set of anniversary of the
coronation which was printed in Yemen and it was commercially cancelled
(Cancelled To Order). I was still living in Shiraz at that time. Accompanied
by my friend Khalil, we went to a shoe store located on Dehnadi Street in
Shiraz and I bought that set for 45 Rials. In fact, that particular shoe store
was also a stamp dealer beside selling and repairing shoes! Khalili was my
friend and classmate who was a stamp collector and he guided me while
collecting stamps. Khalili's cousin owned the Khalili Garden in Shiraz.
Khalili Garden had a few thousand square meters greenhouse with variety
of tropical fruits and decorative flowers which was an exemplary garden
in the Middle East. The ceiling height of the greenhouses of Khalili Garden
was up to 8 meter” .

A year later, Nasser realized a new stamp catalogue is published by Novin Farahbakhsh
Institute every year, in which the market values of Iranian stamps can be found.

Nasser was saving his pocket money given by his father to buy more stamps. When the
amount was significant, he would buy new stamps to add to his album.

This is how Mr. Rajabzadeh describes the atmosphere of those days:

"Little by little, I realized that some stamps are more valuable and
expensive than other ones. When I was lucky enough, I would buy and add
those stamps to my collection;, which would encourage me to keep
collecting."

After graduating from vocational high school (located on Hafez Street), Nasser went to
university to study Engineering. Nasser continued collecting the stamps from the
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi era until he graduated from the university. He believes
that this period of his life was the milestone to move to the next phase of being a
knowledgeable and experienced collector. This is how he describes those days:

“I started buying foreign stamp catalogues to get familiar with the valuable
stamps of other countries. At the beginning of this new journey, I acquired
several catalogues of well-known countries such as England, United States,
Germany, etc. and started collecting the stamps from those countries as
well. Over the years, I got familiar with less-known countries and managed
to find some rare stamps from those specific countries as well. In fact,
collecting stamps of other countries helped me to learn more about their



culture, history, geography, politics and society and I was able to enhance
my general knowledge as well”.

In this regard, Mr. Rajabzadeh remembers a professor of Iranian history and culture at
the University of Michigan (USA) who was using Iranian stamps and covers as teaching
materials to make his students familiar with history, famous figures, cities and historic
monuments of Iran.

Standing from right to left, Gentlemen: Saeed Razbani, Mohammad Hassan
Kiabakhsh Shaterian, Parviz Amini, Mohammad Taghi Nilforosh, Temouchin
Kaykhosro Shahrokh

Sitting from right to left, Men: Hossein Gholi Kahanbani, Yousef Behbood Chaichi,
Dr. Seyed Ataullah Tahaei, Nasser Rajabzadeh, Abbas Bagheri

Mr. Nasser Rajabzadeh explains the different methods of collecting philatelic items:

"Usually, stamps can be collected in two ways: you can start collecting while
being mentored by an experienced collector and studying related articles
and books and catalogues and focusing on certain field of philately. In other
words, you start collecting with sufficient amount of knowledge and
mentorship. The second method is to collect stamps without obtaining the
necessary knowledge. The collector will go through a lot of trials and errors
and gradually acquires the knowledge in this field and finds his or her own
field of collecting. In fact, this is how most collectors started. This difficult
method requires spending a lot of time and money. Sometimes collectors get
tired and frustrated along the way and give up colleting as a result”.

Mr. Rajabzadeh had no guidance and mentors in this field. He spent a lot of time and
money to gain his philatelic knowledge. He is glad to choose this difficult path and he
describes it as a joyful journey to obtain the knowledge and the fame. Besides having
genuine personal internet, Mr. Rajabzadeh also believes that if collectors think through



the financial gains in the world of philately, it will expedite the process of obtaining the
knowledge in this field. He also believes that young collectors should not have a one-
dimensional approach while collecting since it would limit their perspective in the world
of philately. If collectors pay attention to the postal history of other countries while
collecting the philatelic items of Iran, it will significantly contribute to the development
of their knowledge and expertise.

The outcome of collecting philatelic items with determination is similar to a successful
investment in business, in which your assets not only stay intact, but also gain value
every day and this results endless satisfaction for the collectors.

Mr. Rajabzadeh believes that encouragement, understanding and support of the family
is an important element while collecting. If family members absolutely cannot be
supportive for any given reason, he encourages them to cruise neutral and do not
discourage the collectors. One of Mr. Rajabzadeh's wishes is to display his collection
during a public philatelic exposition to increase awareness about postal history of Iran.

Collectors are the guardians of their country's cultural and artistic heritage.

I would like to thank Rafik Aghajani for the translation of this article in English and Dr.
Hossein Mohammad Hosseini for his cooperation and guidance.

References:

1- This article is based on the interview of Mr. Manouchehr Lotfi (President of the
Iranian Collectors Association) with Mr. Nasser Rajabzadeh on Radio Farhang,
broadcast on May 17, 2019.

2- To complete the discussion, several face-to-face conversations were held with Mr.
Nasser Rajabzadeh.



