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The safe route in the south of Iran for vital British correspondence in World War 11

Author: Hoseinali Tahvildari

25 August 2021

I do not collect "censored" envelopes. In August, 2021, in an online auction, I came
across a beautiful and interesting one that had attractive features. A Flawless envelope
with a beautiful color and different stamps from the two reigns and the legible seals of
Basra and Abadan, as well as the seals of censorship in Iraq and Britain. The
envelope, which had a paper censorship label, was both well opened and kept clean.
Most importantly, it did not have the triple censorship seal of Allied forces in Iran.
The beauty and cleanliness of the envelope and the importance of the sender and
receiver who were in authorities and the phrase "Persian Gulf" that was clearly typed
on it, made me try to buy it. I was finally able to buy it at a high price. The sender was
Mr. AJS Gomez of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, who sent it from Abadan Island,
in Iran's Khuzestan Province, to the Central Bank of India in Mumbai in October
,1942, during World War II. The time of sending the envelope dates back to the time
when Reza Shah Pahlavi had left Iran and his son, Mohammad Reza, had come to the
throne. The Anglo-Iranian Oil Company has been referred to, using "AIOC", which is
derived from the name "Anglo Iranian Oil Company". The company previously
corresponded with the letters "APOC", which is derived from the name "Anglo
Persian Oil Company". Before 1935, Iran was known as Persia. After 1935, by the
order of the then government, the use of the name “Iran” became mandatory for
foreign governments. This envelope belongs to after that time and for this reason it is
entitled "AIOC". The day of sending the envelope is not known, but after a few days,
it has arrived in Basra, on October 17, and from there has been transited and sent to
Mumbai. The envelope has not been opened and the seal "not examined" has been
stamped on it in Iraq. Important letters, such as correspondence between the British
and Iranian oil company, were probably reviewed only at the destination. As the
whole route was occupied by Britain, there was no need to check the envelope in the
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middle of the road and such envelopes were checked at the destination. Then, it was
reviewed by British forces in India and the British censorship label and the octagonal
censorship seal with the Queen's crown emblem and the words DHC 21 have been
stamped on it. On the back of the envelope, the word “Persian Gulf” is written. This is
due to the location of Abadan Island in the Persian Gulf. The city of Abadan is located
near the island of the same name in the Persian Gulf near the borders of Iraq and
Kuwait. Abadan Island is located in the south of Abadan city and Khuzestan province.
Due to the discovery of oil and the existence of oil equipment, this island has been of
importance by oil companies, such as the Iranian and British oil company. The phrase
"Persian Gulf" indicates the sending of the envelope from Abadan Island, which is
then sent to the city of Abadan. The phrase "airmail" also typed on it, although there
are no airmail stamps on the envelope. Only normal definitive postage stamps are
used. It is probable that it was not sent to Basra by airplane, due to the problems
caused by the war, but reached Basra by sea. Due to the departure of Reza Shah, new
stamps with his son's face were printed and used. The stamps of the previous king
were still used until they finished. On this envelope, both stamps are used and the
faces of the old and new kings are placed next to each other. Besides, both the sender
and the receiver were important legal entities that were of vital economic importance
to the British Empire. The content of the letter should not have been read by the
Soviets and the Iranian forces, and for this reason, there is no trace of the Iran-Soviet-
British triple censorship seal. Remember that most of the envelopes belonging to this
period were reviewed by the triple forces and stamped with the censorship of the triple
forces. The importance of this envelope is due to the lack of this seal, which indicates
a safe path for such envelopes. In fact, envelopes sent from the south of Iran only have
a British censorship stamp, and I have seen a few examples of them. I guess the
British were passing important envelopes through a safe route that was all under their
control so that it would not fall into the hands of other military forces. The route of the
delivery of this envelope was the south of Iran, the Persian Gulf and Abadan Island,
Basra in Iraq and then India, which at that time the whole route, was occupied by the
British forces. We do not know about the content of the letter. However, it can be
speculated that such letters were not kept in their covers due to their important and
confidential content, and may have been transferred to a separate archive or later

4



destroyed. Postal routes were mostly occupied by the Allies, and letters sent from
about 1942 to the end of the war were reviewed by Allied forces, most of which were
stamped "censored by the triple forces." The South of Iran was not like that, but the
British forces used it as a safe route to send their important and confidential
correspondence.
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Example of the seal of the three Allied forces
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Envelope sent from the south of Iran




